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Taking it down to the studs

Marcy cornbluM
Special to QMI Agency

A

ctor and interior
designer Allen Altman
(www.allenaltmandesign.com) was born in Casablanca. When he was twoyears-old, his family moved to
Canada.
“My mother described me
as the kid hanging from trees
and tearing my clothing during my adventures.I watched
The Carol Burnett Show and
The Sonny and Cher Show
and always wanted be an
actor performing skits.”
While his parents wanted
Altman to be a lawyer, and
after time studying psychology at Concordia, he instead

followed his passion and
moved to New York to study
acting at Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute, and
then continued to study in Los
Angeles.
TV audiences will remember Altman from the Gemini
Award-winning dramatic
series Paradise Falls. During
the run of the show Altman
decided he needed a new creative challenge.
He enrolle d in G e orge
Brown College’s design program. Altman and design
were a perfect fit. The cast of
Paradise Falls began asking
him for his style and renovation ideas for their homes. “I
never thought of it becoming
a second career.”
Highlights of Altman’s act-

ing career include roles in the
Oscar-nominated foreign language film Incendies, Above
The Knee and the acclaimed
series Living in Your Car.
Altman’s 2015 projects
include starring in the horror
film Clown, creating a reality show based on his two
careers, guesting on TV series
such as Nikita and The Listener, and voice work “which
is his new passion”.
And the best part of his jobs
is “I get to create with open,
playful people and it’s constantly challenging.”
Altman invited Celebrity
Spaces into his home.
Q: How would you describe
your home in two words?
A: Modern eclectic.

Q: Tell us about your home.
A: It’s a Victorian 1910 classic Toronto house in Leslieville; which is an amazing
neighbourhood to live in. It is
my safe haven.
Q: What attracted you to
this space?
A: It used to be a crack
house and I liked the challenge of giving it new life.
Light pours in everywhere.
Q: Who shares this home?
A: I live alone.
Q: How much time do you
spend at home?
A: When I’m not working
or travelling I love being at
home.
Q: What is your favourite
room and why?
A: The kitchen — as I enjoy
cooking.
Q: How would you describe
your decorating style?
A: I believe that your home
reflects who you are and how
you want to live your life. Simplicity. Inspiration. Elegance.
My home reflects a blend of
diverse elements that work
together to create a style that
is both warm and inviting. I
have mid-century chairs in
my living room that I’ve had
recovered. My kitchen has
very clean lines; it is not cluttered.
My walls throughout the
house are painted cloud
white and accented with
soft, subdued colours such
as sage green or robin’s egg
blue. There is art all over the
house. On the kitchen walls
there is a large plate from Italy
and another from Morocco.
My bedroom contains a giant
walk-in closet with frosted
glass doors. I have mementoes
I have kept throughout my life

Actor and interior
designer Allen Altman
loved the challenge of
turning a former crack
house into a design
show piece.

that I look at every day.
Q: What is your fondest
memory in this home?
A: I just moved in; so gutting it down to the studs is my
fondest memory.
Q: What’s the one item in
this house you can’t live without?
A: My art collection that I
have amassed over 15 years.
Q: Weekends at home, what
are we most likely to find you

doing?
A: Cooking for friends and
watching movies, if I’m not
working on a script.
Q: If your walls could talk,
what would they say?
A: Not sure you can print
that … lol.
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