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Actor, designer and art lover Allen Altman

By Rita Zekas
Special to the Star
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Actor Allen Altman shown at the Thrush Holmes Empire in Toronto.

AARON HARRIS/FOR THE TORONTO STAR

Actor Allen Altman surveys the artwork at Thrush Holmes Empire Gallery on Queen St. W.

“I’m loving all the epoxy,” he tells curator Manny Neubacher, who belongs to The Art Stylists
(artstylists.com), a group that puts together prospective buyers with artworks. Holmes, 31, is
one of the artists the group works with.

“He has very daring colour combinations,” says Altman, who has his own interior design
company, Allen Altman Design, and is in the process of re-doing two houses.

“I like the textures of Thrush’s work. I have clients who would love his work. I did an
advertising agency who would love these pieces and a lot of my clients are artists.”

Holmes, 31, showcases and executes his work in his 3,100 square foot event space and
contemporary studio and gallery complex. He has a celeb clientele that includes Halle Barry
and Elton John.

“Holmes works in mixed media,” explains Neubacher. “He shoots photos, sprays paint on top
and paints in between the layers. He works with oils and resins and layers acrylics. He also
sculpts.”

He takes a mundane backdrop and paints graffiti-esque slogans such as “Young and Empty”
over it.

“He’s very rock ‘n’ roll,” adds Neubacher.

Altman co-starred in two films that were at TIFF this year: Denis Villeneuve’s Incendies and
the short Above the Knee. Incendies won the Best Canadian Film award at TIFF and is
Canada’s official submission to the Oscars in the foreign language category.

In Incendies, he plays Arabic-speaking Notary Maddad, who helps a pair of twins unearth
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familial secrets in the Middle East. In Above the Knee, another hit at TIFF, he plays best
friend to Jack, who decides to wear a skirt to work in lieu of pants.

Altman is a principal on HBO Canada’s comedy Living in Your Car and his film credits
include Head in the Clouds with Charlize Theron and The Jackal with Bruce Willis, both shot
in his home town of Montreal.

In the TV-movie Wandering Eye, Altman plays a criminal profiler who helps catch a serial
killer. He has been described as playing “deep and brooding” roles but in person is as
disarming as a warm puppy.

“I do deep, brooding roles in a lot of guest star roles,” he says. “I played Paul Bernardo on
Missing. I get the-guy-who-looks-like-a-nice-guy-but-is-a-serial-killer roles. I have dark hair
and open eyes.”

He has been in Toronto for 10 years. In Montreal, he modelled for 10 years to pay for
schooling.

“I did print and runway, where I was the shortest model,” he laughs.

In addition to taking social psychology at Concordia (his parents wanted him to be a lawyer),
he studied at Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute in New York, the Meisner Technique
with Sandy Marshall in Los Angeles and took Warren Robertson’s Theatre Workshop in
Montreal.

“I went back to school during SARS,” he says. “I’d bought a house and it was ‘Oh my God,
what am I going to do?’ I fixed it up and then my co-stars on Paradise Falls asked me to do
their houses.”

He can even swing a hammer.

“I went to interior design school at George Brown and I took a couple of years of carpentry.”

“I’ll take junk and antiques and recycle them into one-of-a-kind art objects. This week, I saw
some salvaged wood in the garbage. It was an old bench of metal and wood with huge metal
casters and originally used to pull bathtubs. I sanded everything, added metal and got a
huge piece of frosted glass and now it’s the coolest coffee table. You’d pay $3,000 for it.”

Hmmm. We smell collaboration with The Art Stylists.
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